Course Syllabus

Course Title:  Music Appreciation
Instructor:  
Katie Miller  


       
Phone:  (618) 845-3518 ext. 206


       
Email:  kmiller@century.pulski.k12.il.us

       
Website:  http://centurysmissmiller.weebly.com/
Prerequisites:  None
Course Description:  In this one semester course, 7th grade students are exposed to a survey of music history, composition and theory.  Students also study styles of music, including those unique to the United States and other styles around the world.  Dance, art and other humanities will also be incorporated into the curriculum when appropriate.
Standards and Benchmarks Addressed:  There are currently no state standards for music education.  
Course Organization:
Topics Covered During Semester:
· Instrument Families and Orchestration
· Music Theory
· Music Composition
· Acapella Music

· History of Musical Theater on Stage and in Film

· Jazz/Blues Origins and History

· Popular American Musical Styles

· Music Around The World

Possible Additional Topics (As Time and Subject Matter Allows):

· Formal Dance Styles

· Artistic Forms and Artists 
Ms. Miller’s Classroom Rules and Procedures

Welcome to my classroom!  I believe that we are going to have a very successful and productive year.  You will find that I have high expectations for what we will accomplish together in class and what you will accomplish individually this year.  The motto for this classroom is “Results and Responsibility—Not Excuses!”  I promise to do everything in my power to insure that you will be successful as students.  However, I can only do so much.  You have to step up to the plate and take responsibility for your education.  

1. Be respectful.

a. Everyone has the right to learn and I have the right to help you learn.  Speak to one another with respectful voices and in respectful ways.  Use appropriate language and tone towards others.
b. Respect my property and the property of others.  Ask permission before using things that are not yours.  If you get something out, make sure that you back when you have finished.  Take care of school equipment, including your textbooks.
c. Do not bring drinks or food into my classroom.  If you do, you will be asked to throw it away immediately.  
d. Do not bring iPods, handheld games, tablets,  etc. into my classroom without being asked to do so.  If you have cell phones, they must be turned off and stored in your locker.  If I see or hear any electronic devices, they will be confiscated and turned over to the principal.  
e. Keep your hands and feet to yourself.  Physical contact with other students or school staff will not be tolerated and will result in serious consequences.
2. Be responsible.

a. ALWAYS bring any books, notebooks, and a pen or pencil to class unless instructed by me to do otherwise. 

b.  If you have a homework assignment, it will be collected at the beginning of class.  Late assignments will be handled according to the student handbook.
c. Make up your work if you are absent.  Excused absences will have one day to make up the work for each day of absence.  School trips do not excuse you from assignments.  If you know in advance you will be absent, please arrange for your work before you leave so you will not get behind.  You are responsible for contacting me regarding work missed.  
3. Be punctual.

a. When the bell rings, be in your assigned seat.  If you are not in your assigned seat, you will receive a tardy.  Seats will be assigned after the first week of school. 
b. Wait to be dismissed before you stand up to leave.  (This is a major pet peeve of mine so it is in your best interest to always follow this rule as a class!)

4. Be involved.

a. Write your first and last name, the date, the class, and the assignment in the upper right corner on each page you turn in.
b. Write complete answers.  Use complete sentences in your explanations.  You should write your answers as though I have not seen any of the material.

c. If you have a question, ask it!  There’s no such thing as a dumb question.  

d. Contact me if you need help.  I am here to help you succeed, so take advantage of the opportunity to learn.
5. Be informed.

a. Follow all rules as listed in the handbook.  Ignorance of the law is no excuse.  Breaking a school rule or a classroom rule will result in a negative consequence. 

Classroom Assignments and Grading

In my classes, we use a point system.  On the front page of each graded assignment, you will find your score written over the total points possible in fraction form (18/20, for example).  On tests, I will also put a number and letter grade.  Your final grade for each quarter, and ultimately, you final grade for the class, will be determined by the total number of points you earned divided by the total number of points possible.

Your points will come from the following areas:

ASSESSMENTS – You may have occasional assessments throughout the semester based on topics discussed.  The information that will be assessed will be available prior to assessment.
PROJECTS – Throughout the semester, you will be assigned projects.  Some will last a few days and others may last a week or more.  You will have class time to work on these projects, but some work at home may also be required.  At the time each project is assigned you will be a given a points breakdown explaining where the points will come from and how many are possible.  Point breakdowns and rubrics for projects will also be available on my website when possible.
HOMEWORK AND IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS – You may regularly be given in-class or homework assignments.  In-class assignments will not be taken home.  They will be given in class and due at the end of the class period unless otherwise noted.  Homework will be assigned at the end of the class period (no, not every day) and due at the beginning of the next class period. 
CLASS PARTICIPATION – You are an important part of this classroom!  A majority of your points from this class come from your participation in the discussions we have in this class!  Every day you are present, prepared and working hard you will earn participation points.  Don’t be afraid to be involved.  Music is for everyone!
Missed Work Policy 


If you are absent from class (this includes for school events), you will receive one day to complete any assigned work for each day of class missed.   If you know in advance that you will be absent, especially if it is going to be for several class meetings, please let me know ahead of time and I will be glad to work with you.

Required Supplies for class:
· 1 subject notebook or loose-leaf paper in a folder
· Ink pens in blue or black only

· Pencils (especially for writing assignments)
· 1 portfolio pocket folder (these have brads to hold paper in the middle of them)
Students:  Please sign and return this page to Ms. Miller by _____________________________. This page is your first homework assignment, worth 10 points.

I have received the syllabus for Ms. Miller’s classroom and it has been explained to me.  I have had the opportunity to discuss the rules and ask questions.  I acknowledge that I will be expected to follow these rules.

________________________



_______________________

Student Signature





Date

Parents/Guardians:  Please sign and return this page to school with your child.  If you have any comments or questions, please write them in the space provided and I will get back to you if needed.  Also feel free to call the school at any time to discuss the progress of your student.  During school hours, you can leave a message for me at (618) 845-3518, ext. 206 and I will return your call as soon as possible.

I have received and reviewed the syllabus for Ms. Miller’s classroom with my child.

___________________________


__________________________

Parent Signature





Date

Comments: 

